DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND
1333 ISAAC HULL AVENUE
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20376-2701
IN REPLY REFER TO

4520
Ser 333/ 145
06 Jul 2012

Ms. Jan DeVaul t

San Jacinto Battl eground Conservancy
811 Rusk, Suite 720

Houst on, TX 77002

Dear Ms. DeVaul t:

Thank you for your letter of June 11, 2012 to the Naval Sea
Systens Command (NAVSEA) and the Texas Parks and Wldlife
Department (TPWD) requesting clarification on the “reasonabl e
alternatives” analysis for the Battleship Texas Dry Berth
Project (Battleship Project). | amrespondi ng on behal f of
NAVSEA and TPWD. M. Carter Smth, the Executive D rector of
TPWD, has concurred with this letter.

In your letter, you expressed concern about the reasonable
al ternatives proposal process. |In particular you state, “[T]he
website inforns the public that alternatives to the dry berth
w Il be considered, but the [site evaluation criteria]l
contradicts that statement by making it clear that only a dry
berth solution will be considered.” Per the National Hi storic
Preservation Act (NHPA) and its inplenenting regulations at 36
C.F.R § 800.6, the Federal agency is required to discuss with
consulting parties, ways to devel op and eval uate alternatives or
nodi fications to the undertaking that could avoid, mnimze, or
mtigate adverse effects on historic properties. On March 6,
2012, during the second Section 106 consultation neeting,
consulting parties agreed to afford interested parties the
opportunity to submt “reasonable alternatives” to the proposed
undertaking. Interested parties were given until My 31, 2012
to submt such “reasonable alternatives.” In accordance with
the NHPA, the TPWD notified the public of this opportunity via
the project website and provided informati on about the process
for submtting “reasonable alternatives.” At the January 26
nmeeting, | nmade a personal conmitnment to review all subm ssions
of reasonable alternatives. Qur records reflect that no
alternatives were submtted.

To date, a review of the Battleship Project record reflects
that the TPWD has taken appropriate steps to conply with al
appl i cabl e environnental statutes, including but not limted to
the NHPA. As the | ead Federal agency for the Battleship



Project, NAVSEA is committed to partnering wwth the TPWD to
ensure conpliance with all applicable environnental statutes.

| f you have any additional questions or concerns, please
contact Tuwana Cumm ngs at tuwana.cunm ngs@avy. m| or (202)
781-1504. We look forward to continuing our work with you and
the other consulting parties during this Section 106
consul tati on process.

Si ncerely,

C. R PIETRAS
Captain, U S. Navy

Pr ogr am Manager

Navy | nactive Ships Program (PM5 333)

Copy to:

Texas Parks and Wi dlife Departnent

Advi sory Council on Historic Preservation
Texas Hi storical Comm ssion



